
ACO Incident Report 
Town of North Hero 
ACO: Robert Arnett 
Date: 08-12-2019 

Founders Information 

Name Ann & Rod Dehner 

Street Address 197 Strong House Lane 

Home Phone 

Cell Phone 

Owners Information 

Name Kristen Coon

Street Address Lakewood Camp – West Swanton  

Name of Animal(s) Trixie: 5-year-old Brown Boxer mix 

Home Phone 

Cell Phone 

Animal Licensed? 

Issues (select all that apply) 

Abandoned Animals 

Animal Fighting 

Animal Locked In Car 

Barking Dog/Noisy Animal 

Dog Bite or Vicious Dog 

Dog Running at Large or Stray Dog 

Found Animal/Running at Large 

Injured/Sick Animal 

Lost Animal 

Inquiry of Neglect or Abuse 

Trapped Animal 

Animal Type  

Cat/Kitten 

This is Trixie taking 
a rest with the 
flowers and making 
sure she is not 
captured…yet. 



Dog/Puppy 

Chicken/Rooster 

Exotic Animal 

Goat 

Horse or Donkey, etc 

Pig 

Small Animal (rabbit, etc) 

Wildlife 

Trixie before she ran away… 



Summary of Founder 
Prequel: It all started on Saturday, August 10th late at night when the Coon family were camping at Lakewood Camp in West 
Swanton. The fireworks were going strong but were too much for Trixie the family dog so she bolted out the camper window and 
headed for safer ground not knowing she would end up 16 miles away in North Hero probably wondering what in the world 
happened as she found herself in unfamiliar territory. My story begins here… 

Here is a map that shows how far Trixie traveled that not so fateful night. 

On Monday, Aug. 12th at 9:58 am I received this email from Ann Dehner: 

Ann Dehner 
Mon, Aug 12, 9:58 AM 

(2 days ago)
 

to me 

“Can you call Hunters owner and ask him to get him. He is loose on Lakeview and in my field. I cant walk my dog until he is gone” 

This was my response ay 10:38 am:  

Robert Arnett <robertarnett59@gmail.com> 
Aug 12, 2019, 10:38

AM (2 days ago)
 

to Ann 

“Hi Ann, 

I called Kim and Hunter is at home so I took a drive down Lakeview and didn't see any dogs running loose. 

I ran into Harold and Janny Malloy and they did not see a dog either. 

I then stopped at 2645 Lakeview where a new family had just moved thinking it might be theirs but nobody was home. 

Any updates on your end? 
Thanks, 

Robert” 

Ann responded at 10:42 am: 

Ann Dehner 
Aug 12, 2019, 10:42

AM (2 days ago)
 

to me 

“Thanks Rob. Maybe he went home. It sure looked like Hunter but it was mid way across my field so maybe I was wrong. I appreciate you checking. I’ll take her 
for a walk now. If I see anything I will let you know. Thanks again. 

Sent from my iPad” 



Investigation 
On Monday, Aug. 12th at 3:30 pm Ann called me and said the dog (who from henceforth shall be called Trixie as we later found 
out) was sitting by the mailboxes at the Strong House Ln & Jigger House Pt roads. I told her I would come down but before I did, 
I called Whiskers N Tails to alert them I may have a lost dog to bring to them. I left a voice mail and sent them a text. 
I sent the following email at 4:58 pm: 

Robert Arnett <robertarnett59@gmail.com> 

Aug 12, 2019, 4:58 PM (3 days ago) 

to Whiskers, Ann 

“Hi Ann, 

I drove down to the mailboxes at Jigger/Strong House and no dog so I drove down your road-no dog, then down Jigger and three people said they 

saw the dog about 20 minutes before I got there running towards the park. 

So, I drove around in the park for a while - in all 10 miles and 1 hour later and no dog. 

Can I ask you if you don't feel threatened to catch the dog? Maybe keep a leash in your car or whatever is best. 

Thanks, 

Robert” 

Then at 5:33 pm I received this from Ann: 

Ann Dehner 

Aug 12, 2019, 5:33 PM (3 days ago)  

to me 

“Sorry you didn't get him. After I called you I drove home to get a leash and water. When we went back he was gone. So if we do see him we will try to get a 
leash on. If we do and you aren't around should we call the sheriff? 

Sent from my iPad” 

Then Ann placed this in the Front Porch Forum: 

I texted Carol Egan who lives at 3707 Lakeview Dr to make sure her dogs were in and they were. 

I drove around some more looking for Trixie… 
5:30 pm I spoke with Sue Nichols on Strong House Ln but she had not seen a dog, left calling cards with her.
6:00 pm I placed my calling card at the Ranger’s Station at North Hero State Park with a brief message. 
6:20 pm I drove down Oak Ridge Ln and talked to a few people. Leaving calling cards with them all. 
6:21 pm I called Kim Hutchinson (Hunter’s owner) and asked her to keep an eye out for Trixie. 
6:30 pm Stopped at 2645 Lakeview Dr where a new family had just moved in a month ago, John and Brook (didn’t catch their 
last names). They have two French Pyrenees dogs and had a few questions about dog licensing policy. Left a calling card. 

I sent Ann the following email at 7:46 pm: 
“Hi Ann, 

Thanks for trying. 
I know Rose answered you through her email and I agree. Call the sheriff if you can't get a hold of me. 
I did go out again from 5:30 to 7 pm and did not find the dog. I passed out a bunch of my calling cards out on your road, Jigger House, Oakridge Lane & 
Lakeview. 
Call me if you see him or happen to catch him, 
Thanks, 
Robert” 



And I received her reply at 8:22 pm: 
“Thanks Robert. I hope he shows up soon. It will be a tough night outside in the rain” 

Then on Tuesday, August 13th at 9:01 am I received a phone call from Rod Dehner saying he was following Trixie across the 
field hoping to catch her. I went down on Lakeview Dr and found Rod by himself and Trixie nowhere to be found. We 
commiserated a few minutes and said to keep in touch if Trixie shows up. 

At 5:48 pm I posted Ann’s picture with the information I knew on Lost and Found Animals of Vermont (LaFAoV) website. 
And within an hour reading the comments it appeared that the owner Kristen Coon had been found. 

Ok, here is where it gets a little busy so stick with me… 

At 6:43 pm I received a voice mail from Kristen Coon who was notified by a friend that a dog is posted on LaFAoV and it looks 
like Trixie! She said she is on her way over and wants me to call her with more details. 
Before I had a chance to return Kristen’s call a Margaret Kahrs (802-377-1838) called me at 6:47 pm, a friend of Kristen’s 
saying she was on her way to help as well and would like to know how to get there. So, I gave Margaret some details and we 
hung up. 
I then called Kristen back at 6:53 pm.  
She explained that they were camping at Lakewood Camp Grounds in West Swanton and during the fireworks Trixie jumped out 
of their camper and has been gone for three days. I told her that Trixie is very timid and we can’t get close to her and she told 
me that Trixie does not like men for some reason (which may explain why back on Monday afternoon that Trixie sat by the 
mailboxes while Ann got her mail). She also gave me permission to give the Dehner’s her phone number, 
At 7 pm: Margaret called me and was lost near Blockhouse Pt Rd. I told her how to get to 197 Strong House Ln. 
At 7:06 pm: I called the Dehner’s and alerted them that Kristen and Margaret were on their way to their house with their 
expedition party for Trixie. I gave them Kristen’s number. 
At 7:10 pm: Kristen called me back requesting the Dehner’s house number. I texted it to her. 



At 7:16 pm: I received a text and a picture of Trixie reunited with her family. 
Within seconds of hearing the kid’s familiar voices, Trixie shot out from her hiding place and the rest is history! 

At 7:47 pm: I spoke with Margaret and thanked her for her help. She offered to help anytime, just call. 
At 7:50 pm: I called Kristen to close the loop and heard the kids in the background yelling about how happy they were. 



At 8:02 pm I sent this note to the Dehner’s: 
“Hi Ann and Rod, 

Thanks for all of your help. 
I am glad Trixie has been reunited with her family. 

I have updated my Lost and Found Animals of Vermont FB page. 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/lostandfoundvt/posts/?ref=notif  

Good Night, 
Robert “ 

At 8:06 pm Ann replied: 
“Thanks Robert for your persistence! It was so wonderful to see the reunion. Trixie came running out of a wooded area on my street within seconds of them 
calling her name. Thanks again.” 

At 8:15 pm I said this: 
“You're welcome! It was a team effort!” 

At 8:03 pm: I called Rod to thank him and Ann for all of their help. 

Here is a capture from the LaFAoV website:  



Resolution/Solution 

The resolution is all in the picture! 

 A reminder that Trixie traveled 16 miles or so…Never give up! 

The End 


